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With  this  number  we  begin  the  issue  of  a  series  of  Leaf- 
lets which  will  be  continued  monthly.  The  design  oi  this 
publication  is  to  preserve  in  an  easily  accessible  form  items 
relating  to  the  Batches,  of  whatever  family.  The  subscrip- 
tion price  will  be  one  dollar  per  annum,  payable  in   advance. 

Dr.  Galusha  1>.  Balch,  the  historian  oi'  the  family,  has 
agreed  to  contribute  liberally  from  the  store  of  genealogical 
and  historical  matter  he  has  collected  while  preparing  the 
genealogy  of  the  family. 

It  is  not  intended  that  this  monthly  publication  will  in  any 
case  take  the  place  of  they enealoyy,  but  rather  that  it  shall 
supplement  that  and  he  a  repository  for  data  which  cannot, 
on  account  of  lack  of  space  or  for  other  reasons,  be  included 
in  that  work. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  a  title  p;ige  and  list  of  contents  will 
be  sent  to  subscribers. 

In  order  that  this  project  may  prove  successful,  it  is  neces- 
sary that,  every  person  receiving  a  copy  of  this,  the  initial 
number,  send  their  dollar  at  once  to  the  publisher. 

Queries,  and  interesting  items  pertaining  to  the  family, 
notices  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths,  descents  from  ances- 
tors who  served  in  the  Revolution  or  other  wars,  whether 
such  ancestor  was  a  Balch  or  not,  are  requested. 

Entered  ur  the  1'.  O.  at  Salem,  Mass.,  a.-:  second-class  matter. 
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THE  BALCH  GENEALOGY. 

Orders  for  one  or    more  copies  of  the   Balch  Genealogy 
have  been  received  from  the  following  named  persons: 
Frederick  Balch,  W.  Somerville. 

(First  order  received)  1539280 

Charles  V.  Chapin,   Providence. 
Alfred  B.  Balch,   Formosa. 
Mrs.  S.  E.  Genthier,  Waldoboro. 
Mrs.  M.  E.  Dickey,  Lyndeboro. 
Mrs.  John  Flett,  New  Brunswick. 
Joseph  McClure,  Ft.  Worth. 
Mrs.  Benj.  Hale,  Newhuryport. 
Miss  Laura  ().  Balch,  Ybungstowii. 
Mrs.  A.  K.  Dufur,  Dufur. 
Charles  N.  Balch,  North  Thetford. 
Joseph  B.  Cloud  man,  Lancaster. 
Jiide  H.  Balch,  Jauesville. 
Frank  B.  Balch,  Providence. 
Frank  T.  Balch,   Boston. 
Win.  S.  Balch,  Saratoga  Springs. 
Henry  F.  Balch,  Minneapolis. 
Laura  M.  Ely,  Lowell. 
Joseph  C.  Balch,  Bronson. 
John  B.  Blood,  Schenectady. 
Miss  Nancy  E.  Balch,  New  Haven. 
C.  L.  Balch,  New  York. 
Mrs.  E.  F.  Balch,   Salem. 
R.  Curtis  Balch,  Oshtemo. 
Mrs.  Geo.  P.  Balch,   Newburyport. 
John  H.  Balch,  Newburyport. 
Joseph  Balch,  Providence. 
Gardner  P.  Balch,  Swampscott. 
Wm.  D.  Balch,  Boston. 
Wm.  D.  Balch,  Charles  City. 
John  A.  Balch,  San  Francisco. 

{To  be  continued.) 


*v\ 


tf 


THE  BALCII  COAT  OF  ARMS. 

Dr.  Balch  writes,  replying  to  an  enquiry  regarding  the 
Ba lch  coat  ot"  arms  : 

"  Your  letter  of  inquiry  regarding  the  Balch  Arms  has  been 

:  referred  to  me.     The  cost  of  the  arms  suitable  for  framing 

-  wiir  depend   upon   the  artist.      Such    a  coat,  of    arms   would 

have  to  he  hand  work.     The  coat  of  arms,  as  it  will  he  in  the 

hook,  will  he  a  lithograph. 

There  is  no  good  authority  for  the  crests  that  have  been 
used.  For  the  arms  there  is  good  authority,  and  it  is  de- 
scribed as  follows:  "Barry  of  six,  or  and  azure;  on  a 
bend,  engrailed,  gules,  three  spears'  heads  anient" 

American  Ileraldica,  by  E.  De  V.  Vermont,  gives  the 
arms  in  colors. 

In  the  Genealogy,  when  published,  will  be  a  chapter  on 
the  name,  the  family  in  England,  and  the  arms." 


THE  USE  AND  ABUSE  OF  COAT  ARMOR. 

Comparitively  little  is  known  in  this  county  of  the  rights 
involved  in  the  use  of  coat  armor.  People  frequently,  with- 
out intention  of  doing  wrong,  adopt  the  heraldic  insignia  of 
some  family  of  the  same  name,  and  imagine  that  similarity 
in  name  is  all  that  is  required  to  prove  their  right  to  bear 
such  arms.  The  use  of  coat  armor  is  based  upon  entirely 
natural  grounds.  Only  descendants  of  the  Hist  grantee  may 
use  the  arms  granted,  and  this  use  is  restricted  to  male  de- 
scendants,  of  the  name,  except  that,  a  wife  may  use  her 
deceased  husband's  arms  or  an  unmarried  woman  her  father's 
arms,  in  certain  form.  The  male  children  of  an  "heiress" 
may  quarter  her  paternal  arms  with  their  own.  The  use  of 
coat  armor  under  the  rules  of  heraldry  shows  that  the  bearer 
is  a  descendant  of  some  especial  family  and  his  quarterings 
represent  marriages  of  his  ancestors  with  the  female  repre- 
sentatives of  certain  families.  If  one  brother  of  several,  is 
granted  coat  armor  the  right  descends  to  his  heirs  but  not  to 

his  brothers'  heirs. 

■ 
- 


Families  of  the  same  name  often  bear  entirely  different 
coat  armor.  The  motto  is  according  to  personal  fancy. 
Ladies  should  not  use  crests,  such  right  being  reserved  to 
male  members  of  the  family.  The  reason  of  this  is  obvious'. 
The  use  of  coat  armor  to  which  one  is  not  entitled  is  simply 
publishing  a  lie  to  all  beholders.  The  English  are  ;is  npi  to 
wrongfully  use  coat  armor  as  Americans  and  with  far  less 
excuse. 


The  Balch  Leaflets. 

Published  monthly  at  Salem,  Mass., 

by  Khen  Putnam,    Box  301. 

$1  per  annum.    Single  numbers  10  cts. 

All  communications  should  be  addressed 

to  the  publisher. 

Balch  Family  History. 

Attention  is  called  to  the  proposal 
to  publish  a  Genealogy  of  the  Balch 
Family  which  has  been  prepared  by 
Dr.  Balch.  I  f  you  have  not  received 
a  descriptive  circular  and  subscrip- 
tion blank,  please  write  for  one.- 
The  price  will  be  $5. 

Queries. 

Under  this  heading  will  be  insert. 
ed  queries  of  a  genealogical  or  his. 
torical  nature. 

1.  What  is  meant  by  "  Freeman" 
in  early  colonial  times? 

A  freeman,  in  the  early  days  of  the  col- 
onies, was  one  who  held  the  right  of  fran- 
chise. No  one  was  allowed  that  right 
without  first  becoming  a  member  of  the 
Church.  The  laws  were  made  by  a  quo- 
rum of  the  "Assistants"  or  "Magistrates" 
sent  out  and  commissioned  by  the  com- 
pany in  Loudon  which  held  the  charter. 
The  law  compelling  church  membership 
was  passed  by  the  Assistants  in  1>;:U.  In 
1<;7»;  five-sixths  of  the  people  of  Boston 
were  non-voters  because  they  were  not 
church  members,  and  were  shutout  from 
any  participation  in  the  local  government. 
— Boston  Transcript. 


NOTKS. 

Joseph  Balch,  of  ''Salem  Farms," 
was  one  of  those  slain  at  Bloody 
Brook,  18  Sept  ,  1675.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  command  of  ('apt,. 
Thomas  Lothrop,  which  was  styled 
the  "  (lower  of  Essex." 

This  expression,  "  flower  of  Es- 
sex," proved  a  stumbling  block  to 
the  correspondent  of  the  Boston 
Sunday  Herald;  as  she  recently, 
in  describing  the  doings  of  the  wo- 
man'sclubin  Beverly,  .Mass. .known 
as  the  Lothrop  Club,  said  it  '■  was 
named  forCapt.  Lothrop.  who  com- 
manded   the   [loot]    s/ii/i    ■  Flmrrr    <if 

Essex.' " 

The  o-enealonfist often  encounters 
on  the  records  quaint  phrases  and 
entries  which  excite  his  sense  of 
humor;  for  instance,  under  date  of 
22  April,  1769,  the  worthy  pastor 
of  the  church  in  Middletou,  Mass  . 
entered  upon  his  list  of  deaths. 
"Cornet  Francis  Peabody — burst— 
and  supposed  mortified."  It  is  pre- 
sumed that  such  an  accident  would 
cause  most  persons  to  "die  of  mor- 
fi  cation." 


Historic  Storms 

Is  the  title  of  a  hook  which  contains 
a  history  «>f  The  great  jtorms,  hot  wave-, 
dark  days,  etc.,  during  the  past  three 
centuries. 

It  is  a  "mighty"  interesting 
book.        $  1  .50 


The  following  article  from  the  able  pen  of  David  M.  Balch 
was  published  in  the  Salem  Gazette,  May  10,  1S77. 


THE  "OLD   PLANTERS." 

Chief  among  the  few  who,  after  the  failure  of  the  fishing 
enterprise  at  Cape  Ann,  and  the  embarkation  of  the  colonists 
for  England,  still  remained  in  the  vicinity,  and  established 
themselves  in  the  wilds  of  Nanmkeag  late  in  the  autumn  of 
1626,  were  the  four  friends  whom  history  designates  the  "old 
planters/'  These  men  were  Roger  Conant,  governor  of  the 
abandoned  colony,  John  Woodbury,  John  Balch  and  Peter 
Palfrey.  I  mention  them  in  the  order  in  whirl)  they  have 
been  always  quoted,  as  it  evidently  denotes  their  rank  or 
standing  in  the  enterprise ;  for  they  were  all  men  of  energy 
and  intelligence,  on  whom  the  projectors  of  the  colony  seemed 
to  have  pinned  their  faith  for  its  success.  The  Rev.  Mr. 
\\  nite  C pastor  of  the  Dorchester  merchant.-.,  who  organized 
the  "Dorchester  Company,"  which  planted  at  Cape  Ann) 
wrote  to  Conant.  after  his  removal  to  Xaumkoag  that  he  was 
"grieved  in  Spirit  that  so  good  a  work  should  be  suffered  to 
fall  to  the  ground;"  urging  Conant  not  to  desert  the  busi- 
ness ,  and  promising  that,  if  himself  and  John  Woodbury, 
John  Balch,  and  Peter  Palfrey,  would  stay  at  Nanmkeag  and 
give  timely  notice  thereof,  he  would  provide  a  patent  for 
them,  and  send  them  whatever  they  should  write  for,  either 
men,  provisions  or  goods  to  trade  with  the  Indians.'"  And 
years  afterwards,  when  the  "  Dorchester  Company  "  had  sold 
out  to  the  "Massachusetts  Bay  Co. "and  its  Pioneer  Governor 
John  Endecott  had  firmly  established  his  colony,  and  Salem 
had  become  a  thriving  town,  it.  is  these  four  "old  planters" 
who  received  the  large  grants  of  land  at  the  head  of  Bass  river 
fortbeir  portion,  who  grant  and  lay  out  farms  for  the  rapidly 
increasing  population,  and  aie  among  the  foremost  in  the 
management  of  the  affairs  of  the  settlement. 

So,  late  in  the  fall  of  1626,  those  four  established  themselves 
on  the  northeastern  side  of  the  pleasant,  peninsula,  then  cov- 
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ered  with  dense  woods  on  which  the  City  of  Salem  now  stands, 
about  sixteen  miles  from  their  abandoned  settlement  of  Cape 
Ann.  The  few  Indians,  whom  pestilence  had  spared,  in  the 
once  populous  country  of  theXautnkeags  ,  received  them  with 
joy  as  allies  and  friends.  They  brought  with  them  boats, 
arms,  and  supplies  of  all  kinds,  built  themselves  snug  huts 
and  passed  the  winter  in  comfort  and  plenty,  supporting  them- 
selves by  hunting  and  fishing,  and  no  doubt  well  assisted  by 
their  Indian  friends.  That  Cape  Ann  was  left  utterly  de- 
serted at  this  time  is  very  improbable  ;  it  could  be  plainly  seen 
from  their  new  abode  and  was  distant  but  a  few  hours  coast- 
wise by  boat  or  canoe;  there  was  a  frame  building  there  of 
considerable  size  and  other  property  why/h  demanded  care. 
Visits  to  the  spot  were  no  doubt  frequent,  and  probably  one 
or  two  servants  of  the  Company,  of  whom  several  remained 
behind,  were  left  in  charge.  It  is  also  probable  that  this  win- 
ter or  the  ensuing  spring  a  fort,  that  is  a  log  hut  surrounded 
by  a  stockade,  was  built  near  a  swamp  in  the  narrowest  part 
of  the  peninsula,  nearly  a  mile  from  their  habitations;  this 
fort  was  quite  near  what  is  now  the  corner  of  Lynde  and 
Sewall  streets,  and  was  intended  to  protect  themselves  and 
their  allies  against  "Tarrentines,"  hostile  Indians,  whom  they 
feared. 

Conant  and  Balch  had  their  wives  with  them  ;  and  the  for- 
mer at  least  one  child,  his  son  Lot,  who  was  born  in  102-1 
probably  at  Nantasket.  During  the  two  years  that  elapsed 
between  the  landing  at  Naumkeag,  ami  the  arrival  of  John 
Endecott  and  his  party,  several  other  persons  are  mentioned 
as  residents  there,  either  permanent  or  otherwise  :  amongst 
these  arc  Thomas  Gardner,  Captain  Trask,  William  Allen, 
■  and  several  others;  the  minister,  John  Lvford,  with  his  fam- 
i  ily,  dwelt  there  for  a  while,  but  soon  removed  to  Virginia. 
Probably  at  no  time  prior  to  1028  did  the  number  of  residents 
exceed  twenty,  of  whom  but  four  or  five  were  women. 

Hut  tho.se  who  desire  a  full  account  of  the  "old  planters  " 
and  their  doings  can  do  no  better  than  read,  in  the  first  vol- 
ume of  the  Historical  Collections  of  the  ivssex  Institute,  the 


papers  of  Goo.  D.  Phippen,  which  they  will  find  very  in- 
structive and  entertaining  ;  I  give  the  preceding  very  succinct 
outline  of  this  interesting;  subject  merely  as  an  introduction 
to  the  argument  which  I  shall  presently  submit. 

John  Endecott,  when  he  lauded  on  the  6th  of  September, 
1628,  found  the  planters  well  established  ;  cultivating  their 
:  fields  of  maize  in  common  with  the  Indians  ;  (Jouant  had  a 
frame  building,  built,  probably,  by  Allen  or  Norman,  who 
were  carpenters  by  trade.  Endicott  says  that  his  party, 
added  to  those  then  present  in  Naumkeag,  made  a  total  of 
about  fifty.  Then  Roger  Conant  first  learned  that  himself, 
his  associates,  and  their  efforts  had  been  transferred  to  a  new 
company,  the  ''Massachusetts  Bay,"  by  which  John  Endicott 
was  empowered  to  act  as  governor,  and  that  he  was  super- 
seded .  t 

A  dozen  colonists  can  easily  support  themselves  where  fifty 
would  sutler.  The  new  comers  brought  with  them  insuffi- 
cient supplies,  manifold  wants,  and  the  seeds  of  disease. 

The  winter  of  1628-29  was  one  of  sickness  and  want ;  it  is 
stated  that  many  of  their  number  died  before  the  spring.    The 
sad  scenes  of  the  Puritans'  first  winter  at  Plymouth  were  re- 
I       peated  in  Naumkeag. 

But  early  summer  brought  "the  fleet"  with  abundant  sup- 
plies, and  emigrants  by  the  hundred,  and  the  colony  was 
firmly  established.  The  town  of  Salem  was  incorporated  and 
named  early  in  July  162!).  Each  succeeding  season  brought 
fresh  strength.  Settlements  were  made  about  Boston  Bay, 
and  in  the  intervening  territory.  Thus  was  formed  one  of 
the  great  nuclei  or  rather  point  ot  radiation,  whence  New 
England  and  the  United  States  have  been  peopled. 

Among  the  earlier  settlers,  probably  in  1630,  came  one 
Jeoffrie  Massey;  a  man  of  considerable  ability  who  soon  be- 
came prominent  in  the  affairs  of  the  infant  town. 

Two  of  the  original  planters,  Conant  and  Balch,  and  the 
early  settler  Massey,  had  sons  born  unto  them  at  a  very  early 
date.  These  were  named  Roger  Conant,  Jr.,  Benjamin 
Balch,  John  Massey.      Conant,  by  the  family  record,  died  in 
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early  manhood  ;  the  others  saw  their  eightieth  year.  For  these 
three  men  there  has  been  claimed  tor  half  a  century  at  least, 
by  their  descendants,  by  antiquarians  and  by  partisans,  now- 
one  tiling  and  now  another,  but  all  hinging  on  one  point,  pri- 
ority of  birth.  The  subject  has  never  to  my  knowledge  been 
fairly  argued  :  has  never  had  all  the  evidence,  now  attainable, 
brought  together  and  thoroughly  discussed.  This  is  what  1 
purpose  to  do  in  this  paper,  and  let  my  readers  sit  in  judgment 
upon  it.  As  a  matter  of  local  history,  1  hope  it  will  interest 
some  not  immediately  concerned  ;  and  a  score  or  more  of  cor- 
respondents, to  whom  I  will  mail  copies  of  the  print,  I  know 
it  will  interest. 

First,  then,  let  me  deal  with  John  Massey's  claim,  for  thai 
is  most  easily  disposed  of.  He  put-  it  forward  himself  and  I 
insert  it    here  verbatim. 

"The  petition  of  J  no  Massey  to  the  Inhabitants  of  the  towne 
of  Salem,  now  met  together,  March  8th,  lii-so-ii.  Your  peti- 
tioner being  the  Aueientest  planter  and  oldest  man  now  living 
in  Salem,  that  was  born  here,  being  by  the  long  weaknes  of 
his  aged  parents  now  deceased.  Reduced  to  great  Straits, 
and  brought  very  low  in  Estate  having  many  Small  Children 
to  maintain  ;  the  only  son  whom  he  hope-  would  have  been  a 
Comfort  and  Support  in  his  old  age,  having  been  (  by  the  prov- 
idence of  God)  almost  blind  for  this  many  years;  Doth 
Humbly  Request  that  liberty  may  be  granted  vnto  him  to 
keep  a  boat  on  this  Side  the  ferry  for  the  Easier  and  Readier 
transportation  of  all  person-  Early  and  late  as  well  towne' 
dwellers  as  Strangers,  who  shall  hane  occasion  at  an\  tyme  to 
pass  that  way  ;  which  Request  if  the  Towne  shall  please  to 
grant  it  will  much  Incoredge  Strangers  as  well  as  others  who 
hane  much  Retarded  in  their  business  to.  their  great  prejudice 
and  damage  by  a  long  stay  at  the  ferry  waiting  for  a  boat  ; 
and  banc  many  a  tyme  Chosen  rather  to  trauail  live  or  six 
miles  about  than  pass  that  way  ;  the  granting  of  what  is  de- 
sired will  also  be  very  acceptable  to  many  in  this  Towncand 
will  Exceedingly  oblige  your  poor  petitioner, 

John  Massey." 

(To  be  continued.} 
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((    intituled  from  ,■■•■■■    S. 

His  petition  was  granted  and  he  got  the  ferry.  H  >w  old 
was  this  "  Aneientest  planter  "  and  oldest  town  bom  man  at 
i:,:  date?  Wo  have  happily  on  record  a  sworn  deposition 
of  the  greatest  genealogical  importance,  which  i  will  also  in- 
sert \  erbatiin. 

''The  Testimony  of  John  Massey,  Senior  of  Salem,  in  ye 
County  of  Essex  In  ye  Province  of  ye  Massachusetts  Ray  in 
New  England  aged  75  years,  doe  Testify  that  I  know  Capt. 
William  Trash  deceased  and  that  hee  set  np  ye  first  Corne 
mill  that  was  erected  In  Salem  and  tvhat  vpland  belonded  to 
ye  above  sayd  Millpond  was  accounted  to  be  proper  Right 
:md  possessed  by  him  and  his  successors  to  this  very  day, 
and  now  a  Fulling  Mill  standing  upon  ye  same  water." 

John   Massey  S:-:vh. 

"Tim  Testimony  of  Benjamin  Balch,  Sen'r  of  the  Towne 
of  Beverly  In  the  county  of  Essex,  &c,  aged  about  7<  years 
of  age  doc  Testily  that  I  know  Capt.  William  Trash  Deceas- 
ed that  he  erected  ye  first  corn  mill  in  Salem  had  ye  improve- 
ment of  a  considerable  parcel  of  land  to  make  ye  pond,  and 
1  lienor  heard  of  any  molestation  that  the  abovesaid  Capt. 
Trask  or  any  of  his  successors  had   in  the   Improvements  ol 
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JKNJAMIN     tSALCII. 


"The  above  named  John  Massey  and  Benjamin  Balch  per- 
sonally appeared  before  us  the  subscribers,  Two  ol  her  Maj- 
esties Justices  of  ye  peace  for  ye  County  of  Essex  and  made 

('■' 
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oath  to  ye  truth  of  ye  above   written  Evidences   respectively 
in  Salein  April  10,  1 706.  Jonathan  Corwine. 

Jos.   YValcott. 

Examined  per  Stephen  Sewall,  Recorder. " 

This  deposition  fixes  the  date  of  the  birth  of  two  of  the 
three  competitors  beyond  doubt.  Massey's  in  the  spring  of 
K!31:  Baloh's  early  in  1i'l".>.  They  were  selected  as  being 
two  of  the  oldest  men  in  the  settlement,  and  knowing  they 
were  to  be  summoned,  would  have  been  careful  to  fix  and 
state  their  age  with  exactness.  There  tire  moreover  at  least 
a  dozen  other  depositions  of  Massey's  at  different  periods  of 
his  life,  all  perfectly  concordant  in  fixing  his  birth  about 
April,  L631.  It  seems  almost  incredible  that  a  man  at  lifty- 
iour  .should  be  the  sole  survivor  el*  the  children  horn  in  two 
years  in  a  population  of  at  least  three  hundred  residents  in 
Salem  at  that  date;  but  such  must  he  the  fact.  It  exhibits 
very  forcibly  the  character  of  the  settlement  at  this  early 
period  ;  composed  mostly  of  fishermen,  tradesmen,  artisans 
and  adventurers,  many  of  whom  were  youn<i,  enterprising, 
and  unmarried:  and  of  persons  of  matnrer  years  who  had 
brought  over  their  hall' grown  families  from  England.  Prob- 
ably prior  to  1631  or  "32  but  few  children  were  born  in  Sa- 
lem and  few  of  these  reached  maturity.  lint  few  single 
women  emigrated.  It  is  so  in  all  new  settlements,  even  at 
the  present  day;  unless  a  colonist  brings  a  wife  with  him, 
it  is  a  very  difficult  matter  for  him   to  get  one. 

In  1704  the  First  Church  voted  Massey  an  old  Bible,  "lie 
being  considered  the  first  town  horn  child." 

So  he  was  then  livinff.  Roger  Conant,  Jr.,  whose  birth 
antedate-  Massey's,  had  been  dead  thirty  years.  And  Ben- 
jamin Balch,  two  years  older  than  Massey  by  his.  Massey's, 
own  admission,  was  at  that  time  a  citizen  of  Beverly,  and 
moreover  was  not  born  in  Salem  at  all,  but  before  the  town 
came  into  existence;  we  thus  see  that  Massey's  claim  and 
what  was  claimed  for  him  is  quite  correct. 

Roger  Con  ant's  claim.     It  is  claimed  for  Roger  Conant,  Jr., 
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that  lie  was  the  first  born  child  in  Salem  :  let  us  see  how  the 
evidence  supports  this  claim.  First  of  all  I  will  state  that  T 
decidedly  ohject  to  the  date  1626  being  so  persistently  [iriiit- 
el  in  connection  with  Conant's  name.  This  has  been  done 
so  long  and  so  freely  that  many  who  should  know  better  re- 
gard it  ;is  veritable  history.  The  pul>lic  may  as  well  know 
that  tins  date  is  purely  assumed.  There  is  not  an  atom  of 
evidence,  real  or  presumptive,  or  any  tradition  of  worth,  to 
indicate  that  Conant  was  born  in    1625,  1(526,  1627  or  1028. 

What  do  we  really  know  of  Roger  Conant,  Jr.?  very  little 
indeed.  The  Probate.  Registiy  ol  D<  eu-.  Count}'  Court, 
and  Salem  Town  Records  do  imi  mention  his  name;  we  have 
no  record  of  his  birth,  his  baptism,  his  marriage  or  his  death  : 
there  is  no  deposition  by  him  on  record,  nor  do  we  meet 
with  his  name  in  any  deed.  Thi.s  is  why  faulty  reasoning  has 
placed  his  birth  in  1626,  and  kept  it  (here.  After  weeks  of 
search  1  am  constrained  to  admit  that  we  must  rest  content 
with  Conant's  meagre  record,  which  may  probably  never  be 
augmented.  It.  is  simply  this  from  the  Book  of  Giants  of 
Salem.  "The  21st  of  the  11  month.  1639,"  "John  Wood- 
bury., William  Hathorne,  Jeffrey  Massey,  Mr.  Conant.  Grant- 
ed to  Roger  Conant  the  sonne  of  Roge  Conant  being  the  first 
borne  child  in  Salem  20  acres  of  Land." 

From  the  Records  of  Baptisms  of  the  First  Church,  "1662  ; 
3  mo.  2C,  .John  son  of  Rog.   Conant." 

On  the  fly  leaf  of  an  old  Bible  now  in  possession  of  ('has. 
W.  Pal  fray  of  this  city  stands  written,  evidently  by  the 
widow:  "The  15  of  June  ll)72.  my  husband  Roger  Conant 
died."  This  is  undoubtedly  genuine,  and  we  may  accept  it 
as  the  true  date  of  hi>  death. 

Who  was  the  wife  of  Roger  Conant.  Jr.?  lam  inclined 
to  think  that  she  was  Elizabeth,  a  daughter  of  Rev.  Win. 
Walton,  of  the  plantation  on  Marblehead  side;  but  it  is  not 
really  known.  When  was  Roger  Conant.  Jr.,  born?  Spe- 
cious reasoning  led  long  ago  to  the  faulty  and  untenable  con- 
clusion   that    he   was    born   in     1626,  just   after   the    planters. 


12 


landed  ;  and. this  date  has  been  so  often  printed  in  connection 
with   his  name  that  many    regard   it  as  proven  and  gei 
history.      1  luive  stated  above  lhat  it  is  purely  assumed  :   .  nd 
might  just   as    well  he  1027    or   1(528   for  all  evidence  to  the 
contrary. 

The  fact  is,  all  our  difficulty  in  fixing  'I"'1  date  of  the  birth 
of  the  three  claimants  and  proving  their  claims  correct,  ha? 
arisen  from  the  fact  that  those  who  have  argued  the  matter 
have  not  kept  close  to  their  text.  The  hind  grant  tixes  the 
date  of  Conant's  birth  beyond  all  question.  The  Selectmen 
of  Salem  in  1659  did  not  admit  residents  to  the  town  and 
grant  them  land  without  circumspection;  they  kept  a  Book 
of  Records  with  exactness  and  stated  therein  concisely  to 
whom  they  had  given  lands,  tor  what,  and  when  ;  their  rec- 
ord states  that  Roger  Conaut,  Jr.,  was  the  first  born  child  in 
Salem,  and  1  accept  that  record  as  true. 

When  did  Salem  come  into  existence?  The  town  was  in- 
corporated in  llie  latter  part  of  June,  1020,  and  received  its 
name  prior  to  July  24th  of  the  same  j'ear.  The  name  is  sig- 
nificant. It  was  no  doubt  suggested  by  Mr.  Higginson.  the 
pastor,  who  had  just  arrived  with  "the  fleet,"  in  token  of  the 
reconciliation  and  agreement  between  the  old  planters  and 
the  new.  For  when  on  Sept.  (5th,  1028.  Kndicott  landed  at 
Naumkeag,  presented  his  credentials  as  Governor,  and  Co- 
naut found  himself,  in  spite  of  all  promises  superseded,  him- 
self and  followers  literally  sold,  and  incorporated  in  a  new 
colony,  with  a  different  charter  and  conflicting  interests,  his 
disappointment  and  chagrin  were  no  doubt  severe  and  the 
other  planters  and  residents  were  affected  according  to  their 
various  temperaments.  They  might  have  seceded  in  :i  body. 
They  might  have  made  things  very  uncomfortable  for  the 
new  coiners.  But  Conaut  beats  the  reputation  of  a  "pious, 
sober,  and  prudent  gentleman;"  resigning  all  his  lon.u  cher- 
ished hopes  of  eventually  Sfoverning  a  powerful  and  [Trowing 
colony,  he  seems  to  have  calmly  accepted  his  subordinate 
position   and   to   have   exerted' his    noble   and   self-sacrificing 
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spirit,  for  the  maintenance  of  peace.     The  sickness  and  suf- 
fering of  the  ensuing  winter  brought  the  old  and  new  colonists 

[o  closer  contact  and  diminished  the  il!  feeling  between 
them  ;  and  early  summer  finds  them  agreed  to  work  together 
for  the  common  good.  Hence  the  name  of  the  new  bore, 
town,  Salem,  meaning  Peace. 

Xow  as  Salem  was  incorporated  and  named  in  July,  1629, 
and  we  have  the  within  record  oi  the  Selectmen  in  1(539  that 
Roger  Conant,  Jr.,  was  the  first  child  born  in  Salem,  his 
birth   must  necessarily   have  been  subsequent   to  duly.  1629. 

For  if  as  has  been  so  often  gratuitously  stated  he  were  ac- 
tually born  in  LG26,  then  was  he  born  at  a  date  when  neither 
Salem,  nor  the  colony  which  founded  Salem,  existed  corpo- 
rate, or  by  name;  then,  like  the  children,  probably  born  at 
Cape  Ann,  he  was  a  born  resident  in  the  Dorchester  Compa- 
ny's domains;  then  he  was  no  more  entitled  to  a  land  grant 
from  Salem,  or  to  be  recorded  as  born  in  Salem,  than  his 
brother  Lot,  Peregrine  White  or  Seaborn  Cotton. 

But  if,  as  bring  born  in  1(520  on  the  soil  subsequently 
called  Salem,  her  Selectmen  had  adjudged  him  entitled  to  a 
land  grant,  then  they  would  have  so  stated  it  in  the  record. 
for.  as  the  records  now  stands,  there  would  have  been  in 
that  case  another  claimant,  some  lir.^t  town  born  child  or 
other,  to  dispute  his  title.  And  again,  if  we  gratuitously 
assume  1626  as  the  date  of  Roger  Conant's  birth,  the  date  oi 
the  land  grant  1(539  has  no  significance;  bid  if,  as  is  pre- 
sumptively the  fact,  we  consider  him  born  in  the  autumn  of 
1(529  it  becomes  very  significant.  The  town  had  just  com- 
pleted its  first  decade  and  the  first  born  his  tenth  birthday. 
What  more  proper,  than  the  grant  of  land  at  this  time,  to  iix 
the  date  of  his  birth  in  the   memory  of  his  follow   townsmen? 

Hence  I  consider  Roger  Conant ,  Jr.,  the  first  born  child 
in  corporate  Salem,  and  the  date  of  his  birth  early  in  the 
autumn  of  1  629. 

(To  l«  r „„/;„„,,/.) 

Subscribe  for  tlie  Leaflets  XOW.     -I  per  annum. 
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LIST  OF  SUBSCRIBERS  TO  THE  BALCH  GENEALOGY. 
(Continued  from  parte  2.) 
R.  J.  B:iloh,  Seneca,  Missouri. 

Thomas  Willing  Baich,  1412  Spruce    street,  Philadelphia, 
Penn. 

Miss  Albina  Balch,  Lcrna,  Ills. 
J.  R.  Balch,  Weaverville,  Cal. 
Albert  V.  Balch,  Weyauwega,  Wis. 
Karl  O.    Balch,  Lunenburg,  Vt. 
George  R.  Balch,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
E.  E.  Baleh,  Omaha,  Xeb. 

Geo.  W.  Balch,  123  Produce  Exchange,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
John  A.  Balch,  Antrim,  N.  H. 
L.  C.  Balch,  Little  Rock,  Ark. 
Boston  Public  Library,  Boston,  Mass. 
Mrs.  M.  E.  Dickey,  Lyndeboro,  N.  II. 
Lewis  Balch,  M.  D.,  Albany,  X.  Y. 
Milton  Balch,  Jackson,  N.  Y. 
OiTin  Balch,  Poplar  Grove,  111. 
William   IL  Baleh,  Oran,  N.  Y. 
Ared  C.   Balch,  Kalamazoo,  Mich. 
C.  I.  Balch,  Kalamazoo,  Mich. 
J.  K.  P.  Balch,  4:>  Maple  street.  Maiden,  Mass. 
George  II.  Hudson,  Pittsburgh,  X.  Y. 
J.  Harvey  Mathcs,  Memphis,  Tenn. 
George  P.  Balch,  185  High  street.  Newburyport,  Mass. 
Mrs.  O.  II.  AUbrd,  Brookline,  Mass. 

Hiram  T.    Balch,  2  Green  leaf  street,  Newburyport,   Mass. 
Francis  E.  Abbot,  6  Larch  street,  Cambridge,  Mass. 
Mrs.   Eugene  Griswold,   16th  and   Rhode    Island   streets, 
San  Francisco,  Cal. 

George  K.  Harmon,  122  Summer  street,  Boston,  Mass. 
Miss  Louisa  S.  Balch,  50  Oak  street,  Lowell,  Mass. 
Henry  G.   Balch,  Laramie,  Wyo. 
Mrs.  Mary  F,    Flanders,  Crystal  Lake.  111. 

(A  few  of  these  order  more  than  one  copy,  it  is  hoped  thai  as  many  ascan   ■''    rd  I  ■ 
will  do  likt-w  i.-f.) 

(To  he  routiner, I.) 
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FROM  ENGLISH  RECORDS. 

Thomas  Balche,  the  elder,  of  Cole,  in  the  parish  of  Mar- 
to  ke.  Will  dated  18  April,  1594,  proved  22  June,  1594, 
by  relict  Alicea. 

Mentions  unmarried  son  Thomas.;  son  Robert;  daughters 
Mary,  Anno.  Francis  and  Avis  Balche,  each  £20.  Younger 
children  minors. 

Wife  Avis.  P.  G.  G.,  Dixey. 

GLEANINGS  FROM   ESSEX  CO.  RECORDS. 

William  Mellows,  and  wife  Sarah,  ofScituate,  sell  to  Benj. 
Batch  ofScituate,  weaver,  land  in  Beverly,  bounding  on  land 
of  Joseph  Balch,  deceased,  father  of  said  Benj.  S  May, 
1723.  Vol.  44,   239,   Deeds. 

Benj.  Balch  of  Seiluate,  weaver,  to  William  Prince  of 
Beverly,  land  in  Beverly  bounding  on  land  which  James  Tay- 
lor lately  bought  of  Balch.      12   May,  1725. 

Vol.  44,  229,  Deeds. 

David  Balch,  tanner,  and  Aaron  Easty,  of  Topsfield,  buy 
of  John.  Thomas  and  Joseph  Sy mends,  Elizabeth  Symonds, 
Samuel  Stone,  mason,  and  wife  Sarah  formerly  Symonds,  all 
of  Salem,  and  children  of  James  and  Elizabeth  (Browning) 
Symonds,  land  in  Topsfield.      6  April,  1725. 

Richard  Ober,  of  Beverly,  to  Elizabeth  his  daughter  and 
wife  of  John  Balch.      15   May,  1704. 

Benj.  Balch,  to  Mary,  late  wife  of  my  brother  John  Balch, 
deceased,  and  now  wife  of  William  Dodge,  the  younger. 
15  Jan.,  1663. 

Edward  Rainsford,  of  Roxbury,  and  Wife  Abigail,  daugh- 
ter of  Benj.  Balch,  Senior,  to  Nathaniel  Wallace,  of  Beverly, 

her  share  in  estate.      22  Nov.   17i>5. 
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QUERIES. 

Balcij. —  Information  wanted  regarding  Edward  Balch, 
Acting  Ensign  U.  S.  X.,  1803-4. 

James  A.  Balch,  Captain  5tli  111.  Cav. 
Armory    O.    Balch,   2(1    Lieutenant    30th    IT.    S.    Colored 
Infantry  . 

Isaac  A.  Balch,  1st  Lieutenant  33d    Missouri  Infantry: 
James  A.  Balch,  2d  Lieutenant   1st   Oregon  Infantry. 

Address,  Dr.  G.  B.  Balohs, 

Yonkers,  X.  Y. 

Hunt. — Wanted  information  regarding  names  of  two  broth- 
ers  of  Dr.  Japhet  limit.  lie  was  horn  in  1711  and  lived  in 
Berkshire  and  Hampden  Counties,  Mass.  The  brothers  at 
"no  great  distance.""  Nephews  arc  known  to  have  been  Gid- 
eon, Sell)  and  John  of  one  family,  and  Peletiah  of  the  other. 

CURRENT  NOTES. 

0m n  II.  Baleli,  Mannsville,  X.  Y.,  Post  No.  345,  G.  A.  R. 
has  been  appointed  aid-de-camp  upon  the  staff  of  Department 
■Commander  Edward  J.  Atkinson.  He  served  during  the 
war  in  the  147th  regiment  X.  Y.  Vols. 

General  A.  W.  Greek',  son  of  John  Balch  Greely,  is  trav- 
eling in  Europe. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  S.  Balch,  who  for  forty  years  had  charge 
of  houses  at  Saratoga  Springs,  are  still  catering  to  the  pub- 
lic, lor  theeleventh  season,  at  Balch  House,  near  the  Springs. 

James  R.  Balch.  Died  April  19,  1805,  at  Weaverville, 
Cal.,  James  Kipley  Balch,  sou  of  Dr.  Horatio  Gates  and 
Harriet  Turner  (McLellan)  Balch.  lie  was  horn  at  Lubec, 
Maine,  November  22,  1831.  He  left  a  widow  and  live 
children. 


Our  lii-xi  nuuibcr  will  he  of  particular  iuturest  to  the  Southern  ru:niliu>  of  l!al<:bes. 
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NOS.  3—4. 


FRANK  W.   BALCH   OF  CHICAGO. 

Mr.  Balch,  whose  portrait  we  present  in  this  number,  \v:is 
born  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  1  Sept.,  1841,  but  was  taken  to 
Boston  in  1843  by  his  parents  and  educated  at  Gideon 
Thayer's  Chauncey  Mall  School,  and  at  Willeston  Seminary 
at  East  Hampton,  Mass.  He  returned  to  Boston  in  1861  and 
enlisted  from  that  place.  1  Sept.  (mustered  12  Sept.),  1802,  as 
a  private  in  Co.  F,  44th  M.  V.  M.,  a  nine  months'  regiment, 
commanded  by 
Col.  Francis  E. 
Lee,  and  saw 
service  princi- 
pally in  North 
Carolina  under 
Gen.  F  o  s  t  e  r. 
He  was  honor- 
ably discharged 

18  June,  1862, 
and  engrained  in 
the  eoal  trade 
which  business 
he  still  contin- 
ues. Me  was 
married   on    the 

19  April,  1870, 
to  Miss  Lucy 
End  worth  Ellis, 

daughter  of  Gen.  Ellis,  of  Onondaga,  \.  Y.,  and  has  had  three 
children,  two  daughters  and  a  son,  of  whom  one,  Isabella 
Ellis  Baleh,  alone  survives,  the  others  having  died  in  infancy. 
Mr.  Balch   is  deeply  interested   in  the  history  of  the  family. 

(17) 
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now  to  iir.i.r  make  the  leaflets  a  success. 

On  tlii'  receipt  of  tin*  number  semi  the  publisher  your  sub- 
scription, one  dollar,  or  better  still  tor  two  years  in  advance. 

Take  your  town  directory  and  semi  a  complete  list  of  every 
Baleh  enumerated  with  street  address.  Also  send  the  names 
and  addresses  of  every  one  you  can  think  of  who  has  Baleh 
blood. 

Whenever  you  see  a  mention  of  the  name  in  a  paper  cull 
and  send  the  same,  whether  it  he  a  casual  mention  or  record 
of  birth,  marriage,  or  death. 

Send  any  changes  that  occur  in  your  own  family  whether 
you  are  a  subscriber  or  not. 

Send  accounts  of  military  or  civil  service  of  self,  aucestors 
or  connections. 

Send  traditionary  or  historical  items  relating  to  the  family. 

Send  a  li-t  of  heirlooms  and  family  portraits  in  existence, 
with  names  of  owners.      Also  photographs. 

Send  your  photograph  to  the  publisher  with  a  short  sketch 
of  your  life. 

As'  it  is  the  intention  to  preserve  the  types  of  the  Baleh 
family  as  far  as  possible,  it  i.->  proper  that  portraits  (if  the 
persons  bearing  the  name,  especially  those  said  to  have 
strong  "Balch"  traits,  should  appear  in  these  Leaflet.*-.  In 
order  to  do  this  the  publisher  has  to  rely  upon  individuals  to 
meet  the  cost  of  illustrations,  and  the  sum  of  three  dollars 
should  accompany  the  photograph  if  it  is  intended  tor  pur- 
poses of  illustration.  Only  first  class  work  will  be  accepted 
for  such  illustrations,  and  the  portraits  will  not  be  the  carica- 
tures which  sometimes  appear  in  newspapers. 

$3°  Do  not  fail  to  subscribe  for  the  "History." 


EARLY  KECOHDS  OF  THE  BALCIIES  IX  MARYLAND. 
From  />//</  Ojjh:n  of  llnrybnel. 

"  I  John  Baltch  do  assign  over   unto  John   Lloyd  all  my 
right  title  and    interest   of  one   Right    due    unto    me    for  my 
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transportation  in  this  Province,  as  witness  my  hand  this  30th 
day  of  December  1663.'" 

The  mark  of  X  John  Baltch." 
Witness,  Dan'l  Jenifer. 

From  the  same  records  is  a  grant  for  a  tract  of  land  called 
"  Bedell's  Abode"  3(5  acres,  lying  in  Baltimore  Co.  (now 
Harford  Co.),  on  the  north  side  of  Deer  Creek,  surveyed  for 
John  Balch,  the  1st  Oct.,  1738,  and  patented  to  him  the  14th 
Dec,  1739. 

From  the  Superior  Court  Records  of  Baltimore  Co. 

On  the  2d  of  November,  1743,  there  was  a  conveyance  of 
a  tract  of  land  called  '•  Bond's  Hope  "  to  James  Balch  by 
Jacob  Giles  and  Isaac  Webster.  That  was  then  Baltimore 
Co.,  Xew  Harford. 

The  terms  on  which  colonists  could  acquire  land  in  Mary- 
land varied  at  different  periods,  being  wholly  in  the  discretion 
of  the  proprietory,  who  changed  them  from  time  to  time  in 
the  way  that  he  thought  would  promote  the  prosperity  of  the 
province. 

In  1603,  the  year  in  which  John  Balch  assigns  over  unto 
John  Lloyd  all  his  right,  title  and  interest  of  one  right  due 
him  for  his  transportation  (of  himself)  into  the  province, 
an}'  one  transporting  live  men,  between  the  ages  of  1(5  and 
50,  into  the  colony,  was  allowed  1000  acres,  for  which  he 
paid  no  purchase  money,  but  was  required  to  pay  a  yearly 
rent  of  20  shillings.  If  he  transported  less  than  live,  he 
was  to  get  for  self,  wife  and  man  servant  one  hundred  acres 
for  each,  and  for  every  child  under  16,  and  for  every  maid 
under  40,  he  was  entitled  to  fifty  acres  for  each,  he  paying  a 
nominal  yearly  rent  of  12  pence  for  every  fifty  acres.  A 
man  transporting  himself  alone,  as  John  Balch  probably  did, 
would  get  under  these  terms  one  hundred  acres.  This  "  one 
right,"  as  he  calls  it,  that  is,  the  right  due  to  one  person  for 
transporting  himself  into  the  colony,  he  could  assign  to 
whom  he  pleased  for  a  consideration  to  be  fixed  upon  by 
themselves.  This  was,  in  Baleh's  case,  before  he  had  taken 
up  the  land,  hence  he  assigned  over  unto  Lloyd  the  right  to 
take  up  the  land,  but  not  the  land  itself. 
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THE   -OLD   PLANTERS." 
(Continued  from  page  IS.) 

Benjamin  Bulch's  claim.  If  the  Land  Grant  Book  had 
stated  that  Roger  Conant,  Jr.,  was  the  first  born  child  in 
Salem,  in  the  colony  or  in  Naumkeag,  I  would  admit  it  with- 
out question.  And  it"  the  Balch  record  and  traditions  had 
claimed  that  Benjamin  Balch  was  the  first  born  child  in  Sa- 
lem, 1  would  not  waste  my  time  in  fruitless  search,  and 
strive  to  straighten  by  argument  such  a  crooked  assertion. 
But  his  claim  is  nothing  of  the  sort.  Traditions  among  his 
descendants  dating  back  to  his  day,  and  committed  to  writ- 
ing May  31,  1760,  when  a  son  of  his  (John,  born  1654,  died 
1738)  had  been  dead  but  a  lew  years,  claim  for  Benjamin 
Balch  that  he  was  the  first  born  male  child  in  the  Mass.  Bay 
Colony.  Evidence  both  real  and  presumptive  confirm  the 
truth  of  this  statement. 

When  was  he  born?  From  the  valuable  deposition  given 
above  with  Massey's  we  learn  i hat  lie  was  about  77  years  of 
age  in  April,  1706;  the  "  about  rt  or  "  thereabouts  "  of  depo- 
sitions refers  to  the  odd  months  and  almost  invariably  denotes 
surplus;  that  is,  a  man  will  call  himself  45  until  nearly  46 
and  so  on.  The  above  deposition  warrants  us  in  placing 
Balch's  birth  an}- where  between  October,  1628,  and  April, 
1629. 

In  May,  1(548,  the  "old  planter  "  John  Balch,  died  aged 
nearly  69  years.  In  his  will  he  names  his  eldest  son  Benja- 
min and  his  wife  Annis  his  executors.  This  indicates  that 
while  Benjamin  was  old  enough  to  settle  and  manage  the  es- 
tate, he  was  not  yet  quite  of  age. 

Again,  he  marries  about  1650,  Sarah,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Gardner:  and  in  those  early  days  it  seems  to  have  been  the 
custom  to  many  soon  after  attaining  one's  majority,  but 
rarely  before  it. 

Moreover  the  traditions  that  have  come  down  to  the  pres- 
ent da}r  through  his  descendants  are  entitled  to  great  credit 
for  several  reasons.  They  are  derived  from  a  worthy  source, 
llo^er  Con  uit   outlived    his  old    friend    and    associate  John 
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Balcli  more  than  thirty  years,  and  passed  all  this  time  a  near 
neighbor  lo  his  son  Benjamin  ;  he  saw  his,  Benjamin's,  fam- 
ily of  eleven  children  grow  up,  and  several  of  them  marry 
and  have  children  of  their  own  before  he  died  in  his  S9lh 
year.  The  settlement  at  Bass  River  was  a  small  one,  and 
the  residents  there  thrown  very  much  together  and  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  each  other's  ulfairs.  In  those  days  of  little 
learning  and  few  hooks  the  old  were  reverenced  and  esteem- 
ed, as  repositories  of  experience  and  information.  Xo  doubt 
the  people  of  B;i^s  River  had  heard  a  hundred  limes  from  the 
old  Governor's  mouth  a  eireumstanial  account  of  the  early  set- 
tlement and  knew  all  tin'  miuutite  of  the  history  of  the  "  old 
planters."  This  is  why  tiie  record  states  Benjamin  Balch's 
claim  so  exactly,  and  why  his  nnd  Conant's  o]o  not   interfere. 

The  record  I  have  several  times  referred  to  is  published 
verbatim  in  Vol  4,  page  1-7  of  the  Kssex  Institute  Historical 
Collections.  This  record  and  other  traditions  arc  also  enti- 
tled to  credit  from  the  fact  that  they  have  passed  through 
very  few  mouths.  Three  lives  in  direct  succession  and  over- 
lapping one  another  connect  the  days  of  Governor  Endieott 
with  our  own. 

Benj.  Balch,  born    1628-29,  died  1708,  aged  80. 

Win.  Balch,  his  grandson,  born  1704,  died  1792,  aged  88. 

Benj.  Balch,  his  grandson,  born  1784,  died  18(30,  aged  8(3. 

From  the  latter,  who  was  my  grandfather,  and  from  his 
brother  William  who  died  in  18(32,  aged  Cm,  1  have  heard 
many  stories  of  their  ancestors,  and  know  that  one  doubt  of 
the  fact  stated  in  the  record  never  crossed  their  minds. 

The  "  Mass.  Bay"  Company  were  granted  a  charter  March 
19,  1G28  ;  the}'  ,sooii  alter  purchased  the  rights  and  improve- 
ments of  the  "  Dorchester,". and  sent  over  Kndicott  with  men 
and  provisions  to  make  a  beginning.  He  arrived  as  stated 
Sept.  (3,  1(328,  and  from  that  date  the  "  planters  "  would  con- 
sider themselves  as  belonging  to  the  "Massehusetts"  Colony. 
Their  charter  was  not  signed  and  confirmed  until  March, 
1829.  Now  for  a  child  to  lie  born  on  Salem  -oil,  and  not  in 
Salem,  but    yet   in  the   ''Mass.    Bay"  colony,  he    must  have 
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been  born  sometime  between  Sept.,  1028  and  July,  1G29. 
Tradition,  oral  and  written,  sworn  evidence  in  court,  and 
evidence  presumptive  and  circumstantial,  all  point  to  Benja- 
min Baleh  as  the  only  one  who  fulfils  these  conditions. 

Hence  I  place  his  birth  in  tin-  earliest  months  of  1029, 
and  from  •  >  to  8  months  before  that  of  Roger  Conant,  dr. 

There  is  no  existing  evidence  that  he  is  not  the  tir.-t  born 
in  the  colony  ;  but  as  the  Raich  record  says  distinctively 
male  child,  and  has  been  found  very  correct  otherwise,  we 
mav  conclude  that  a  female  was  born  probably  late  in  1028  : 
she  may  have  died  in  infancy,  or  in  extreme  old  age;  the 
specification  of  the  word  male  in  the  above  is  the  only  hint 
we  have  of  such  an  existence. 

So  by  the  simple  process  of  keeping  close  to  the  letter  of 
the  records,  1  have  removed  all  contradictious,  and  proved, 
by  the  use  of  attested  material,  the  claims  of  the  several 
claimants  correct.  It  is  but  fair  to  assume  that  the  Selectmen 
of  Salem,  in  the  year  of  grace,  l(3o9,  knew  what  I  hey  were 
about  and  meant  what  they  recorded  ;  we  should  be  careful 
not  to  make  them  and  their  records  ridiculous,  by  moulding 
them  clumsily  into  preconceived  and  baseless  theories.  I 
have  been  less  diffuse  in  many  places  than  I  could  have 
wished,  for  want  of  space,  but  will  be  happy  at  any  time  to 
discuss  any  disputed  point.  If  I  shall  have  succeeded  in 
substituting  for  the  false  assumed  dale  1020,  what  I  believe 
to  be  the  true  one,  1029,  for  Roger  Conant's  birth,  my  satis- 
faction will  be  commensurate  with  tho  labor  involved. 

David  M.    Ralcii. 

May  3d,  1878. 
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Last  royal  secretary  of  Massachusetts  Hay,  appointed  1771-     Horn  in  Charlcstown, 
171ft;  <lie<i  in  London,  17sJ. 
Hid  ilautrhter  Litcv,  married  (Jen.  Henry  Knox  of  the  American  Army. 
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The  Balch  Leaflets. 


Published  monthly  at    Saloni,   Mas*., 

by  KiiFN  I'i'TNAM,  ISox   301. 
$1  pei*  annum.    Sinirlo  numbers  1"  ets. 
All  communications  r-houbl  bo  adilres-oil 
to  the  publisher. 


I5ai.ch  Family  IIistoKY. 

Attention  is  called  to  the  pro- 
posal to  publish  a  Genealogy  of 
the  Balch  Family  which  has  been 
prepared  by  l>r.  Balch.  It  you 
have  not  received  a  descriptive 
circular  and  subscription  blank, 
please  write  for  one  The  price 
will  be  So. 

Notes. 

Prof.  Frank  Arthur  Balch  suc- 
ceeds Professor  Savage  at  the  Nor- 
wich University,  in  the  chair  of 
history  and  political  economy. 
Professor  Balch  is  a  graduate  of 
Dartmouth,  class  of  1S'J4.  XnrtU- 
field,  17.,  Xeics. 

The  Visitors'  Guide  to  Salem, 
published  by  tin-  Essex  Institute,  is 
undoubtedly  the  best  example  of 
what  a  guide  book  should  bo  thai 
the  writer  has  ever  seen.  Illustra- 
tions are  numerous  and  the  book 
is  a  concise  history  of  Salem  as 
well  as  a  guide.  Dan  vers,  for- 
merly a  part  of  Salem,  is  repre- 
sented. The  reproductions  of  in- 
teriors arc  very  clear.  A  chapter 
is  devoted  to  Hawthorne.  Sent 
postpaid,  upon  receipt  of  thirty 
cents,  by  Kbcu  Putnam,  Salem, 
.Mass. 

The  will  of  Mara  Balch  of  Amos- 
bury,  Mass.,  was  prosed  Sept.  1'4, 
ls'j.5. 

Please  Subscribe  to  both  •■His- 
tory  "  and  Leaflets. — 

A  leading  publishing  house  sup- 
plies a  school  history  studied  by 
thousands  of  scholars,  which  does 
not  inentiod  the  Meekiinburg  Dec- 
laration of  Independence. 


Queries. 

Any  nueries  upon  an\  -.abject  inserted 
if  properly  prepareil. 

The  family  record  of  James  Bus- 
sell  Putnam,  of  Conn..  Who  mar- 
ried Sophia  Ann  Perkins  of  Tenn.. 
and  had  a  son  Janus  Mcrcier,  who 
married  Mary  Spearing,   is  needed. 

Who  was  '1  hank ful  I'm  nam.  who 
married  Isaac  Crane'.' 

Who  was  Peter  0.  Putnam  of 
Norway.  Me.,  in   IMS? 

Also  William  1).  Putnam,  a 
teacher  in  that  place  in   ls.">i\ 

Wanted  information  concerning 
Col.  Clark  Putnam,  said  to  have 
been  horn  in  Conn.,  and  to  have 
had  a  s(,u.  John  B.  Putnam. 

Who  was  Elizabeth  Putnam,  who 
married  Winthrop  Gray'  Among 
her  children  were  Harriet,  born  in 
Newburyport,  1  July,  iso'.i  ami  died 
Is  71:  also  Mary,  who  married 
Alanson  Bruce  of  Norton,  and  died 
there.  Nov..  1S'J2.  leaving  a  sou 
Joseph,  of  Stoneham. 

Wanted,  the  family  record  of  II. 
A.  Putnam,  of  Hudson,  .Mich. 

Wanted,  addresses  of  Putnams 
anywhere,  everywhere,  and  of  per- 
sons of  Pill  nam    de-cent. 

In  a  list  of  persons  who  settled 
at  Maehias.Me.,  in  17<J"».  occurs  the 
name  of  Jusi-^h  Ij<(h:/t,  who  was  heV 

Who  was  Samuel  Balch  men- 
tioned below? 

••  Hire  alter  follows  the  li-t  of 
such  of  the  Canada  Soldiers  a*  be- 
long to  the  aforesaid  Society,  to- 
gether with  tin-  names  of  such  a< 
have  appeared  and  paid  the  charge 
of  Petit ioning,  viz. 

List  of  Soldier-  and  their  Repre- 
sentatives. 

For  < 'apt.  W1 "  Ii.'iymaut  appeared 
Jo-iah  Batelie'ider. 

For  Fns.  Samuel  Balch  appeared 
Samuel  Balch. 

From  extracts  of  first  book  of 
Records  of  Proprietors  of  the 
Townships  Ijing  on  Ihe  North 
Branch  of  I'Nrataguoag  lliver." 

,NW  Mtihn  II"'-  'i.i'd  Until  It-./is- 
t,r,    V'A.  ■!,!>■  J-t'J. 


1539280 


' 

.   •'   . 

- 

•  ' 

X? 

*  ":"  *t    '' 


^%&****~- 


,^- 


1 


\   -v.     '-■■ 


55S 


<f" 


- 


1   S    H 


(25) 


26 


DEATH  OF  SAMUEL  ALBERT  BALCH. 

The  record  of  his  life  has  proved  a  curious  case  of  genea- 
logical investigation.  Samuel  Albert  lialeh  died  in  San 
Francisco,  Cal.,  May  14,  1895,  nged-  66  years,  11  months 
and  3  days.  He  was  the  eldest  sou  of  Sylvanns  of  Concord, 
Vermont.  Early  in  the  preparation  of  the  Balch  Genealogy, 
Samuel  Albeit  was  reported  by  his  brother  as  a  bachelor, 
engaged  in  mining  in  California  and  that  he  had  been 
engaged  in  the  ice  business  in  New  York  city. 

In  the  spring  of  1893,  George  II.  Smalley  of  Xew  York 
commenced  a  search  for  his  father-in-law,  whose  name  he 
gave  as  Samuel  S.  Balch.  Mr.  Smalley  looked  in  the  New 
York  city  directory  and  finding  the  son  of  Dr.  G.  B.  Balch, 
with  a  similar  name,  called  upon  hint  at  his  office  and  ac- 
quainted him  with  such  facts  as  he  could.  However,  neither 
Mr.  Smalley  or  his  wife  were  able  to  tell  when  or  where  Mr. 
Balch  was  born,  or  to  give  the  names  of  any  of  his  relatives: 
but  they  gave  his  occupation  the  same  as  that  given  by  his 
brother,  John  Weather  by  Balch,  of  St.  Johnsbury,  Vermont. 

In  the  early  part  of  1894,  Mr.  Balch  suddenly  appeared  at 
Mr.  Smal ley's  home.  He  staid  in  Xew  York  a  few  days 
and  then  went  away  to  visit  Iriends.  On  his  return  he  was 
shown  a  letter  from  Dr.  G.  B.  Balch,  which  suggested  that 
Mr.  Smalley's  father-in-law  was  the  son  of  Sylvanus  Balch 
of  Concord,  Vt.  On  reading  the  letter  he  said  that  he  was 
the  man  referred  to  and  that  Dr.  Balch  had  Traced  up  the 
right  family.  He  took  the  letters  and  said  that  he  would  Lro 
up  and  see  the  doctor,  but  was  next  heard  from  some  six 
weeks  later  by  a  brief  note,  enclosed  with  some  photographs 
in  an  envelope,  postmarked  Portland,  Oregon.  The  note 
stated  that  the  photographs  were  of  relatives  living  in  the 
west,  but  gave  no  names  and  did  not  give  his  address. 

The  following  notice  of  the  death  of  Samuel  A.  Balch,  was 
printed  in  the  San  Francisco  Chronicle  and  sent  to  Dr.  Balch 
by   a   correspondent   in  Tacoma,    Wash.      Through    it,    Mrs. 
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Smaller   first  learned   of  her  father's  death  although  three 
months  had  passed. 

"In  this  city,  May  14,  Samuel  A.  Balch,  beloved  uncle  of 
William  II.  Tillou,  a  native  of  Vermont,  aged  6G  years,  11 
months  and  3  days.  (  Vermont  and  New  Hampshire  papers 
please  copy.)  Funeral  (Thursday),  at  10  o'clock,  20  Fifth 
Street.  Interment  Odd  Fellows' Cemetery." — San  Francisco 
Chronicle,  May  16,  1895. 

If  you  are  not  a  subscriber,  this  copy  is  sent  you  as  a 
sample,  and  is  an  invitation  to  subscribe. 


SOME  BALCH  MILITARY  RECORDS. 


Communicated  by  Galusha  B.  Balch,  31.  I). 

FRENCH    AND    INDIAN"    WAR. 

\  John  Balch,  of  Keene,  New  Hampshire,  enlisted  in  1759, 
in  Captain  Bay  ley's  company. 

Thomas  Balch,  of  Dedhain,\vas  a  member  of  Captain  Bacon's 
company  in  an  expedition  to  Crown  Point,  New  York,  and 
died  at  Albany,  September  29,  1756. 

Benjamin  Balch,  of  Scituate,  Mass.,  was  a  lieutenant  in 
Capt.  Abel  Keen's  company,  Colonel  Joseph  Thatcher's  reg- 
iment, in  the  expedition  to  Crown  Point  in  175(5.  He  was 
also  a  lieutenant  in  Colonel  Frye's  regiment  in  the  expe- 
dition to  Fort  William  Henry  in  1757  and  was  at  the  capitu- 
lation. Whether  he  was  in  the  Massacre  that  followed  or 
died  soon  after  is  not  known.  Plymouth  County  records 
of  December  of  that  year  show  the  administration  on  his  es- 
tate. 

I  have  seen  the  name  Benjamin  Lovett  Balch  as  in  the 
French  and  Indian  war.  It  should  have  been  Benjamin 
Bulclt  Lovett.*  His  mother  was  Mercy,  daughter  of  Benja- 
min and  Mary  (Leach)  Balch  of  Beverly.  She  married 
John  Lovett,  Jr.      The}'  lived  in  Beverly. 

*  He  served  from  IS  Fob.,  to  V.)  Dec,  1750,  in  Capt.  Andrew  Fuller's  company. 
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Among  those  who  enlisted  25  Feb.,  1760,  for  (he  campaign 
m  Canada,  was  David  Balch  of  Topsfield,  aged  19,  and  son 
of  John  Baleh. — Mass.  xii'chives. 

The  company  commanded  by  Capt.  Andrew  Puller  of 
Middleton,  Muss.,  enlisted  in  April,  175(5,  contained  .several 
Beverly  men,  among  them  Benjamin  Balch  who  was  then 
aired  18,  and  was  born  in  Beverlv. — JIass.  Archives,  94,  201. 


REVOLCTIOXR  V    WA  K  . 

Jonathan  Be  Id  en  Baleh,  Hartford,  Conn.,  private,  second 
regiment,  ninth  company,   Connecticut. 

Joseph  Baleh,  Hartford,  Conn.,  was  drummer  hoy  in  a 
Connecticut  regiment  and  is  said  to  have  been  at  the  battle 
on  Long  Island. 

John  Balch,  of  Keene,  who  served  in  the  French  and 
Indian  war,  was  a  member  of  the  foot  company  of  Keene,  in 
1773.  He  served  three  years  during  the  Revolution  in 
Captain  William  Ellis'  company,  third  Xew  Hampshire. 

John  Baleh,  Jr.,  son  of  the  above,  enlisted  as  a  private  in 
Captain  Gregg's  company,  in  1777. 

Caleb  Baleh,  of  Keene,  X.  II.,  served  in  the  eighth  com- 
pany of  Colonel  Reed's  regiment.  This  regiment  was  at 
Bunker  Hill.  In  1780  he  was  a  member  of  Capt.  Ephraim 
Stone's  company. 

Cyrus  Balch,  son  of  Caleb  of  Keene,  served  in  Captain 
Ephraim  Stone's  company  1780  to  17*2. 

Rev.  Benjamin  Balch,  of  Danvers,  was  at  Lexington,  a 
lieutenant  in  Captain  Putnam's  company,  afterwards  chap- 
lain on  hoard  the  frigates  Boston  and  Alliance.  See  "  Mili- 
tary and  Naval  Annals  of   Danvers." 

John  Balch,  Mansfield,  Connecticut,  1st  Connecticut,  Benja- 
min Throop's  company,  1777.  Served  three  years,  was  in 
battle  at  Stoney  Point,  N\  Y.      He  was  pensioned  in  1818. 

Israel  Balch  enlisted  in  4th  Connecticut.  July  8,  1780.  He 
also  served  two  months  in  Major  Bockus'  regiment  of 
Liiiht  Horse  in   1  77(5. 
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Bavzillai  Balch,  of  Mansfield,  Conn.,  joined  Capt.  James 
Dana's  company  in   April,  178 < ) . 

Hart  Balch,  ofKeene,  X.  II..  enlisted  in  Capt.  William 
Walker's  company,  Colonel  Reed's  regiment,  New  Hampshire, 
Apr.  23.  1775,  discharged  Aug.  'J.  1775.  Enlisted  in  Capt. 
Giinion's  company,  June  29,  1777,  and  served  one  year  and 
ten  months.  Enlisted  in  1st  New  Hampshire,  April  24, 
1781,  for  three  years  from  Dublin,  X.  II. 

Thomas  Balch,  son  of  Rev.  Benjamin  of  Danvers,  served 
with  father  on  the  frigates  Alliance  and  Boston.  Also  on 
heard  the  privateer  Hannibal,  was  taken  prisoner  and  im- 
prisoned in  the  Jersey  prison  ship. 

Benjamin  Balch,  jr.,  son  of  Rev.  Benjamin,  served  in  the 
navy  with  his  father. 

Rev.  Hezekiah  James  Balch.  of  North  Carolina,  was  one  of 
the  committee  that  drew  up  and  signed  the  celebrated  Meck- 
linburg  Declaration  of  Independence,  May  20,  1775. 

Joseph  Balch  was  captain  of  a  company  in  Colonel  Craft's 
regiment  of  artillery,  as  appears  by  company  rolls  on  rile 
among  Mass.  Archives,  dated  from  Jan.  27,  177IJ  to  Jan.  1, 
1778. 

Rev.  Stephen  Bloomer  was  the  captain  of  a  company  of 
•Maryland  troops  in  the  Revolution. 


OUR  ILLUSTRATIONS. 

In  this  number  we  are  able  to  present  an  unusual  number 
"f  excellent  illustrations.  Mr.  Balch  is  a  merchant  in 
Chicago;. the  Whittier  portraits  are  not  those  usually  seen; 
die  old  Whipple  house  is  a  good  example  of  the  houses  built 
')'  the  first  settlers  in  Xew  England;  the  Lindall  gravestone 
u  unique  and  most  artisticly  done,  although  rather grewsome  ; 
•lie  page  of  short  hand  is  from  an  old  diary  :  the  autograph  is 
»>at  of  the  last  Royal  secretary  of  Massachusetts  and  of  he 
tt'ho  carried  Gen.  Gage's  commands  to  the  First  Provincial 
Congress  to  dissolve. 
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ANCIENT  ECLIPSES. 
Samuel  \Y.  Baleh,  of  Yonkers,  X.  Y.,  read  a  paper  before 
the   American   Association   for  the  Advancement   of  Science 
at  Springfield,  Mass.,  on  "Chronology  and  Ancient  Eclipses." 
It  was  in  part  as   follows  : 

Ancient  eclipses  identified  l>y  calculation  afford  the  start- 
ing point  in  the  accurate  mapping  out  of  Greek  and  Roman 
chronology*  During  the  thousand  years  of  history  which  it 
is  the  purpose  of  this  paper  to  consider  there  were  upwards 
of  4000  eclipses,  all  of  which  are  calculated  and  given  in  the 
monumental  work  by  Oppolzes  of  Berlin.  But  of  all  those 
4000  eclipses  hardly  a  score  have  been  recorded  and  are  of 
service  in  chronology. 

The  date  of  the  Persian  war  has  been  ascertained  by  the 
eclipse  of  the  sun  in  B.  C.  480,  and  the  commencement  of 
the  Peloponiu  siau  war  has  been  fixed  in  B.  C,  431  by 
three  eclipses.  History  states  that  the  wars  were  fifty  years 
apart.  The  eclipses  show  that  the  interval  was  exactly  forty- 
nine. 

Most  interesting  of  all  the  old  eclipses  was  that  which  was 
seen  by  Agathocles  on  the  day  following  his  escape  from  the 
harbor  of  Syracuse.  It  is  famous  especially  because  it  is  the 
oldest  record  which  states  that  the  stars  appeared,  and  we 
know  that  the  King  of  Sicily  saw  it  as  total.  It  was  on 
August  11,  B.  C.  310. 

It  will  help  to  impress  one  with  the  accuracy  of  astronom- 
ical calculation  and  convey  some  idea  of  the  lapse  of  time 
if  1  state  that  from  that  day  to  this  the  rotation  of  the  earth 
has  turned  Sicily  toward  the  sun  exactly  805,018  times.  ][ 
a  man  had  begun  at  the  time  of  that  early  eclipse  to  lay  aside 
a  dollar  a  day  and  had  lived  to  keep  it  up  week  days,  Sun- 
days and  holidays  from  then  till  now,  he  would  still  be 
nearly  8200,000  short  of  amassing  a  million.  One  can  take 
this  statement  as  hi-  mind  inclines,  either  as  an  illustration  of 
the  brevity  of  historic  time  or  of  the  vastness  of  a  million. 
Through  the  dropping  of  ten  days   from  the  calendar  by 


■' 
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Pope  Gregory  in  15^2,  attention  was  called  to  an  error 
which  had  been  gradually  accumulating  since  the  council  of 
Nice  which  met  in  325  to  settle  upon  what  posterity  should 
believe  and  to  regulate  the  church  calendar.  Either  the 
council  or  Pope  Gregory  was  wrong  in  their  tinkering  with 
the  calendar,  for  ten  days'  omission  corrected  it  hack  to  the 
century  preceding  the  convening  of  the  council.  We  must 
now  accept  the  calendar  as  the  bungling  of  .Julius  Caesar  of 
Augustus  and  Pope  Gregory  has  made  it,  for  it  has  been  too 
long  intrenched  in  our  histories  to  be  changed. — Springfield 
{JIass.)    Union. 
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Pa<ve  from  the  diary  of  Capt.  Henry  Dow  ol  Hampton,  N.  II.,  w  riiten  l(j« 
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